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NEW – FICTION

Cabale
Michael Delisle
Novel

ISBN 9782764627440 | 136 pages
Published January 2023

All rights available

At a glance
• Michael Delisle continues his exploration of fatherhood and 

brotherhood.

• An extremely vivid and sensitive portrayal of life as a teacher.

• This novel follows up on the themes of Le Feu de mon père (Grand 
Prix du livre de Montréal winner).

The author
Published for almost forty years, Michael Delisle is a poet, novelist 
and the author of short stories whose works include six collections 
of poetry. He won the Prix Émile-Nelligan in 1987 and the Prix 
Adrienne-Choquette in 2005. His novel, Le Feu de mon père, won 
the 2014 Grand Prix du livre de Montréal and was a finalist for the 
Prix des libraires du Québec and the Prix littéraire des collégiens. 
He was a finalist for the Governor General award for French fiction 
in 2006 and again in 2014, for Le Feu de mon père. His recent col-
lection of short stories, Le Palais de la fatigue, was a finalist for the 
2018 Prix des libraires.

The book
Following the magnificent Le Feu de mon père, Michael Delisle 
returns to his literary exploration of the father figure. Here, it is 
considered through the rivalry between two brothers. Delisle por-
trays the age-old story of Abel and Cain with incredible sensitivity 
and strength.

After thirty years of schemes and elusions, of time spent in prison or 
in Florida, Wilfrid unexpectedly reappears in the lives of his two 
sons, tanned, weakened and alone. In the eyes of Paul, his youngest, 
he’s an unscrupulous con artist and peddler. His return in their lives 
must be self-interested. According to Louis, the older brother, he is 
back to fulfill his role as a father, which he had previously neglected. 
If he fails to win over his boys, will Wilfrid succeed in sowing dis-
cord between them?

Alongside this family storyline, the novelist paints an extremely 
vivid and sensitive portrait of life in a CEGEP. Through a charming 
gallery of characters—mentors, spiritual brethren, adoptive or bio-
logical brothers—Delisle successfully expresses the delicate ques-
tion of heritage, be it accepted or refused. Whether it is Khoury, the 
soon-to-be-retired professor on the verge of retirement who is look-
ing to pass on his passion for Kathleen Ferrier’s voice, Étienne 
Hamelin, the student in need of authority, or Morin, the desired, 
fantasized brother who restricts himself, each one seeks to connect 
with the men who preceded him or to detach himself from those 
who will succeed him.

With masterful artistry, Michael Delisle delivers a gripping, 
hard-hitting novel that hauntingly explores fatherhood and brother-
hood, transferal and rejection, as well as solitude and sharing.



NEW – FICTION

Les Champs penchés
Virginie Blanchette-Doucet
Novel

ISBN 9782764627242 | 310 pages
Published February 2023

All rights available

At a glance
• An ambitious novel spanning two continents and three genera-

tions, from Western Canada to New Zealand.

• A poetic and alluring prose evocative of the mysterious paths 
treaded by the pain buried deep in one’s body.

• The author’s sophomore release following 117 Nord, a finalist for 
the Governor General’s Literary Awards.

The author
Born in Val-d’Or in 1989, Virginie Blanchette-Doucet is a a profes-
sor of literature at the Cégep in Saint-Hyacinthe. Her first novel, 
117 Nord (Boréal, 2016), was finalist for the Governor General’s 
Literary Awards.

The book
A large house surrounded by a wild garden, standing in the middle 
of a field lightly inclined toward the Southern Ocean. That’s where 
Neil washed up after the wanderings of his youth, hailing from 
Manitoba. Along the way, he found Judith, who is now his wife and 
the mother of their only daughter, Alyssia.

Since opening his osteopathy practice in Ashurst, Neil has made a 
habit of taking patients into his home. Most of them only stay for a 
few weeks, while his hands complete their healing work, and then 
they leave. That is not the case for Leslie, a Maori. She’s been shar-
ing her life with Neil and Judith for fifteen years now, and there’s no 
sign that she’s going anywhere even though her hip injury hasn’t 
bothered her for a long time.

Following the warm reception of her debut novel, 117 Nord, Virg-
inie Blanchette-Doucet makes a strong return and demonstrates a 
remarkable deepening of her craft. Les champs penchés is an ambi-
tious novel spanning two continents and three generations, from 
Western Canada to New Zealand.

In this work pervaded by a bewitching atmosphere, which conjures 
up both the diamond-sharp brightness of the Canadian Prairies and 
the twilight soaking the raging rivers and mountains of New Zea-
land, the novelist masterfully echoes the chorus of immortal mem-
ories.



NEW – FICTION

Droit vers le soleil
Brigitte Vaillancourt
Novel

ISBN 9782764627471 | 200 pages
Published February 2023

All rights available

At a glance
• A year in the life of a woman in her forties who suggests an open 

relationship to her partner.

• Set between a condo in Rosemont and a cottage in the Eastern 
Townships, this is a sensuous study of spousal relationships in the 
21st century.

• A fleshly and emotion-packed prose that will resonate with many 
readers.

The author
Brigitte Vaillancourt was born in 1978 in Togo. She spent part of 
her teenage years in Africa, a continent she loves to revisit through 
her writing. Les Marées, a novel dedicated to young readers, received 
overwhelming praise and was named as a finalist for the Governor 
General’s Literary Awards (Youth – French text) and for Quebec’s 
Prix des Libraires. She also wrote a poetry collection Saison chaude 
for teenagers and Young adults, Droit vers le soleil is her first novel 
for adults.

The book
Droit vers le soleil chronicles a year in the life of a woman who 
refuses to give up any part of her happiness. In the name of what, or 
of whom, would she do so?

Of course, she’ll have to pursue this quest without hurting anyone, 
neither her husband nor her children. However, is it necessary to 
silence your desires to achieve that? Must you suppress your 
womanhood to be a good mother and spouse? So, she flies off dir-
ectly into the sun. Just like Icarus did, she thinks to herself, even if 
it means she’ll lose some feathers. As long as she can avoid drown-
ing.

The novelist delivers a rich and vivid portrayal of a contemporary 
couple. Vaillancourt irresistibly leads us to ask ourselves if the fulfill-
ment promised to us by coupledom and family is an illusion, or if 
our fears and prejudices are what keep us grounded and prevent us 
from taking flight.



NEW – FICTION

La Maison de mon père
Akos Verboczy
Novel 

 ISBN 9782764627556 | 360 pages
Published March 2023

All rights available

At a glance
• In this first novel, the author of Rhapsodie québécoise dives back 

into the themes of immigration and identity.

• After thirty years of exile, a man returns to his homeland to say 
goodbye to everything that could have been.

• The heartbreaking retelling of a father-son relationship under-
mined by exile and alcohol.

The author
Born in Hungary, Akos Verboczy arrived in Quebec at the age of 
eleven. After studying political science, he was a columnist and then 
editor of guides, speeches and official reports. In 2016, he published 
Rhapsodie québécoise, (Boréal), at the crossroads of essay and auto-
biographical narrative, his book was a finalist for the Blue Metrop-
olis Diversity Award in 2017 in addition to being part of 
Radio-Canada’s “Essentials” for two years. La Maison de mon père is 
his first novel.

The book
After spending thirty years in Canada, a man returns to his home-
town in Hungary.

He is no longer the same, and neither is Budapest. The city is live-
lier than ever despite the wars, revolutions, regime shifts and gov-
ernments it has gone through. But many still seem to want to leave 
it behind.

He meets up with old friends. It’s time to take stock, to evoke paral-
lel destinies and all the what-ifs to which they must inevitably say 
goodbye. What’s to blame: exile, politics, the vagaries of history—
or rather time inevitably passing for all of us, for those who leave 
and those who stay?

He reconnects with Petya, his childhood playmate. Petya has also 
changed, but the friendship remains intact, as perfect as it was the 
day they split up. They pass by their old school, the Blue School, 
now a gaping hole. They then set out to visit the country house that 
the narrator’s father cherished for years, and had promised him as 
an inheritance, but which has slumped with everything else. 

In Akos Verboczy’s bittersweet novel, which exudes an irresistible 
charm, nostalgia is always tempered by a tender irony.



NEW – FICTION

Pas besoin de dire adieu
Marie-Sarah Bouchard
Short stories

ISBN 9782764627655 | 160 pages
Published February 2023

All rights available

At a glance
• Introducing a vibrant yet restrained literary voice and sensibility.

• Characters who refuse to fulfill what is expected of them in their 
relationships, friendships, and careers.

• Contemporary situations to which we can all relate– after all, who 
hasn’t dreamt of leaving everything behind?

The author
Born in 1989, Marie-Sarah Bouchard is the co-founder of a 
design-writing studio. Pas besoin de dire adieu is her first book.

The book
Taking off, breaking free, running away—isn’t that always the best 
option? To escape the contemptuous gaze of your new Bachelor of 
Visual Arts classmates. To go find that girl who just resurfaced on 
Instagram. To avoid going back to the office after a maternity leave 
and being considered the most junior on the team once again. Isn’t 
skipping off to Bucharest, Amarillo, Texas, or whatever destination 
you’ll randomly select on the airport screen the only thing left to 
do?

All there is to do is to cut ties, to close the door discreetly behind 
you, to head to the city, to switch off the screen of your computer. 
Just like you sent that man who suggested polyamory packing, even 
if it meant changing your first name as you might change your 
wardrobe. Just like you let that girl disappear at the corner of the 
street without shouting her name, she whose love would have 
obliged you to drop your facade, to let her in, to allow yourself to 
take in her glorious substance.

In her short story collection, Marie-Sarah Bouchard displays a 
vibrant yet restrained sensibility. Without any judgment, she intro-
duces us to her characters at the exact moment when they decide to 
stop conforming to people’s expectations in their love life, friend-
ships, and careers.

Pas besoin de dire adieu is also an introduction to a new literary 
voice. Abstaining from any unnecessary flamboyance, Marie-Sarah 
Bouchard has forged a style that is as elegant as it is sparing, with a 
luminous dexterity that hits the mark every time.



NEW – FICTION

Le Sablier des solitudes
Novel

«Boréal compact» Collection

ISBN 9782764627693 | 320 pages
Published April 2023

All rights available

At a glance
• This second ensemble novel, after La Canicule 

des pauvres, further proves the author’s abilities.

• A page-turner by a novelist who strives to cap-
tivate his readers.

• This book affords us the pleasure of seeing the 
world through differing points of view.

The book
Icy pavements, snow mounds blowing across 
Route 122, fierce crosswinds. Somewhere in the 
Montérégie region, thirteen fates are about to 
collide in a spectacular pile-up. From this very 
unintentional meeting point, the novelist traces 
each of their journeys.

Once again, Jean-Simon DesRochers has a field 
day exploring the principle of multitudes. The 
pleasure he takes in inventing characters as crazy 
as they are believable is matched only by the 
pleasure his readers take in putting themselves in 
their shoes.

“A novelist with an exponential 
imagination—and a subtle sense of 
humour—Jean-Simon DesRochers is 
interested in people, no matter where they 
find themselves.”

Christian Desmeules, Le Devoir

La Canicule des pauvres
Novel

ISBN 9782764627686 | 656 pages
Published April 2023

All rights available

At a glance
• The book that brought to light Jean-Simon 

DesRochers’ talent as a novelist.

• Introducing a nebula of characters whose lives 
are further explored in the author’s following 
works.

• DesRochers splendidly captures the bustling 
humanity of city life through his writing.

The book
Welcome to the Galant, a seemingly ordinary 
apartment building hidden on a quiet street in 
Montreal’s Quartier latin neighbourhood. It is 
the height of summer and its less-than peaceful 
dwellers—including Zach, the pusher, Sarah, the 
hitwoman, Takao, the Japanese cartoonist, and 
Lulu, the musician from a punk band called 
Claudette Abattage—will haunt your dreams (or 
your nightmares) long after you put the book 
down.

“Rarely does such an ambitious first novel 
emerge in a new literary season. And yet, 
this one lives up to its claims. In almost 
700 pages, with about 150 chapters  
and 26 characters, the story is mastered  
at every turn. It’s time to discover Jean-
Simon DesRochers, a writer to the core, 
who dedicates his first novel to ‘those who 
do not read’.”

Chantal Guy, La Presse

Jean-Simon DesRochers

The author
Born in 1976 in Montreal, Jean-Simon DesRochers is a Quebec writer and 
screenwriter. He is also a professor in the Department of French Language 
Literature at the University of Montreal.



NEW – NON-FICTION

Je ferai le tour du monde
Alexandra Szacka
Non-fiction

ISBN 9782764627563 | 336 pages
Published March 2023

All rights available

At a glance
• Behind the scenes of the fascinating reports that we watch on tele-

vision.

• A critical look at the workings of major media outlets and the 
women’s place in the industry.

• Stimulating reflections on the geopolitical forces shaping inter-
national affairs.

The author
Television and radio journalist, former correspondent for 
Radio-Canada in Moscow and Paris, winner of several journalism 
awards, including two Judith-Jasmin awards and a Gémeaux award, 
Alexandra Szacka has traveled to more than fifty countries during 
her career. Arrived in Quebec at the age of sixteen from her native 
Poland, she shares here her memories and reflections as a “crosser of 
borders”.

The book
As she approaches adolescence, Alexandra Szacka is expelled from 
her native country and forced to renounce her Polish citizenship. 
She thus becomes stateless for several years. Is that what awakens 
her taste for travel, to understand what is happening thousands of 
miles away from her home?

She begins her career as a journalist, which leads her to coca plant-
ers in Bolivia, to protests in Tiananmen Square, to New York as a 
freelancer while providing an education to her two children and 
back to Poland, for evoking the painful memory of the antisemitism 
that marked her and her family so much.

Behind every report, there is always context, a bit more soul and a 
story that could not be told, all of which shed a new light on these 
lives that are barely skimmed over. Here, Alexandra Szacka unravels 
these invisible threads for us.

She sets off in search of some of the characters from her past stories. 
What happened to them? Did their encounter with the Canadian 
television crew have an impact on their lives? What is the situation, 
years later, in their respective countries and families?

The author raises thorny moral and ethical questions related to the 
profession. In daily life, and even more so with digital media, jour-
nalists must make decisions quickly, sometimes without any refer-
ence points or guidelines. Yet these decisions affect not only the 
results of their work, but also their own lives. Because, as she is now 
convinced, journalists don’t only report on the world—they always 
report on themselves as well.



NEW – NON-FICTION

La Question 
des Premières  
Nations au Canada
Renée Dupuis
Essay

New updated edition

Collection «Boréal Express»

ISBN 9782764627594 | 128 pages
Published March 2023

All rights available

At a glance
• A seminal text in indigenous studies, still without equivalent 

today.

• A brief and precise synthesis focusing on historical, legal, political 
and sociological aspects.

• A new edition that reflects the immense progress regarding 
indigenous causes since 1991, notably thanks to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission.

The author
Renée Dupuis has been an independent Senator since 2016 and a 
lawyer specializing in human rights and Canadian Aboriginal law. 
She was Chair of the Indian Claims Commission from 2003 to 
2009 before being appointed as an honorary witness by the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission of Canada in April 2013. She is 
the author of Tribus, Peuples et Nations and Quel Canada pour les 
Autochtones? La fin de l’exclusion (Governor General’s Award).

The book
Some books follow the course of history so closely that they seem to 
influence it, and this is certainly one of them. When it appeared in 
its original 1991 edition, it was considered a thunderclap by some, 
a firebrand by others. It was the first time that many readers, even 
among specialists, had seen the full extent of First Nations claims 
and, more importantly, had seen a map showing the disputed terri-
tories.

Thirty years later, lawyer Renée Dupuis, who played a key role in 
the advancement of these cases, revisits this seminal text to demon-
strate how far we have come. La Question des Premières Nations au 
Canada shows how we now address the status of these commun-
ities—completely ignored and marginalized in the past—address-
ing them as “Indian tribes” then, versus “Indigenous Peoples” 
today.



BACKLIST – FICTION

Le monde se repliera sur toi
Jean-Simon DesRochers
Novel

ISBN 9782764627341 | 256 pages
Published October 2022

All rights available

At a glance
• A narrative tour de force, this novel revolves around a series of 

unplanned encounters that take the reader on a journey around 
the world and back again.

• Jean-Simon DesRochers masterfully crafts an endearing panoply 
of characters.

• The novel is a pleasure to read thanks to the constant tension 
between the controlled structure of the writing and the chaotic, 
disorganized, compulsive nature of human life.

The author
Born in 1976 in Montreal, Jean-Simon DesRochers is a Quebec 
writer and screenwriter. He is also a professor in the Department of 
French Language Literature at the University of Montreal.

The book
Clio’s biggest dream is for her parents to reconcile, so that they can 
all spend Christmas together as a family. She tells herself that she 
needs to stop wishful thinking, but she can’t help it. It is only by 
living in denial that she is able to infuse her mundane life with the 
fragrance of eternity.

On her way to class one morning, on the last day of school before 
Christmas break, Clio finds herself sharing a bus shelter with Zoé; 
Zoé has just arrived from Vancouver, where she ran into Carter 
walking his dog; Carter met Anne-Julie as she was leaving her ex’s 
house in the middle of the night… Thus begins a chain of seem-
ingly random encounters that will ultimately take the reader around 
the world and back again.

A narrative tour de force, Jean-Simon DesRochers’ new novel has 
the rigour of an algorithm and the elegance of a Möbius strip. The 
series of micro-narratives, told at a breakneck pace, reveals the 
novelist’s fertile imagination. DesRochers masterfully introduces 
his readers to an impressively diverse cast of characters: a teenage 
girl on a journey of self-discovery; a homesick Finnish hockey 
player; a Korean environmental activist visiting Chernobyl; a terror-
ist ready to make the ultimate sacrifice in her quest for absolution; 
and the owner of a Parisian café looking for love online.

The result is a portrait of modern life as familiar as it is unsettling: a 
world governed by dark forces, shaken by attacks, rife with conspir-
acy theories and obsessed with sex, in which everyone is ready to 
gamble everything on the slightest morsel of compassion.



BACKLIST – FICTION

Rang de la Dérive
Lise Tremblay
Short stories

ISBN 9782764627389 | 144 pages
Published September 2022

Rights sold: Sweden (Ramùs)

At a glance
• Five short stories narrated by five women at the threshold of their 

sixties, who reinvent their respective lives after a breakup. 

• Female characters who dare to leave everything behind

• Carried by Lise Tremblay’s direct and impactful writing, these 
short stories explore the fate of aging women with great lucidity 
and poses sorority as the ultimate sanctuary against patriarchy.

The author
Lise Tremblay was born in Chicoutimi, Quebec. In 1999, her novel 
La Danse juive awarded the Governor General’s Literary Award for 
fiction. She was also the recipient of the Grand Prix du livre de 
Montréal in 2003 for her collection of short stories entitled La 
Héronnière. Three of her previous books have been published by 
Boréal: La Sœur de Judith (2007), Chemin Saint-Paul (2015), and 
L’Habitude des bêtes (2018).

The book
At night, I’m not awaken by hot flashes but by shame. It has 
been going on for months. What’s worse is I know I’ve been har-
bouring that shame for some time now. I’ve fought against it. 
There was something hazy living within me, a sort of unease. I 
knew it was there, but I hid it behind apparent calm, carefully 
tailored clothes, and even behind the words I spoke. Beige, 
unaccented words, straight out of a grammar book. I desperately 
avoided the regional accent Eli would mock so ruthlessly. At 
dinner time, he would often imitate secretaries and students. On 
the bus, sitting alone behind the driver’s seat as all old women 
do, I realize I no longer have the strength to fight my own 
shame—or my hatred.

The five short stories in this collection are remarkably coherent. In a 
way, they are variations of the same themes: each of these women 
experiences the coming of old age, the reality of broken relation-
ships, and the unavoidability of death in a profound and authentic 
way. As they go through what we often call the “winter of life”, the 
narrators learn to decipher the mechanics of renouncement with 
ruthless lucidity. Lise Tremblay’s words are as sharp as a scalpel and, 
with them, the author performs a sort of exorcism that results in an 
unexpected but welcome sense of freedom and serenity.



BACKLIST – FICTION

Les Enfants de chienne
Nicolas Delisle-L’Heureux
Novel

ISBN 9782764627051 | 320 pages
Published February 2022

Rights sold: France (Les Avrils)

At a glance
• The coming-of-age story of three teenagers scarred by a shared 

tragedy.

• Multiple points of view are interwoven throughout the story, 
keeping us guessing until the very end.

• A new voice with a poetic yet colloquial style.

The author
Nicolas Delisle-L’Heureux grew up in Gatineau during the 1980s 
and 1990s and now resides in Montreal. He is a social worker in 
Pointe-Saint-Charles, where he works on building social bonds. He 
is also a lecturer at UQAM. Les Enfants de chienne is his second 
novel.

The book
When Louise Fowley returns unexpectedly where she grew up, her 
past resurfaces, at the time when she formed an inseparable trio 
with Marco, the son of the local kingpin, and Laurence, the little 
brother of the dreadful Willy. The trio broke up with adolescence. 
Each followed its own trajectory, never quite escaping the gravita-
tional force of tragedy, of a wound that never healed.

Written in a style at once poetic and colloquial, Nicolas Delisle-
L’Heureux’s novel is captivating and lyrical. His masterful storytell-
ing gives the reader the impression of looking at an incomplete jig-
saw puzzle, zooming in on different individual pieces, with the full 
picture only coming into focus at the end.

Les Enfants de chienne is an unforgettable novel about friendship, 
desire, and revenge.



BACKLIST – FICTION

Enlève la nuit
Monique Proulx
Novel

ISBN 9782764627075 | 352 pages
Published March 2022

Rights sold: Romania (Casa cartii de Stiinta)

Author of best sellers Les Aurores montréales, Champagne 
and Homme invisible à la fenêtre adapted for cinema.

PRIX DES CINQ CONTINENTS 2023 
(INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF LA FRANCOPHONIE)

At a glance
• The novel is narrated by Markus, a young Hassidic Jew who has 

left the community, which he found suffocating.

• Through his eyes, we discover the concrete jungle and its most 
destitute residents, whom Markus tries to help.

• The young man is searching for his place in the world, having lost 
his bearings, while also looking for his soulmate.

The author
Monique Proulx is the author of several novels: Le Coeur est un 
muscle involontaire, 2002; Champagne, 2008; Ce qu’il reste de 
moi, 2015, but also short stories: Les aurores montréales, 2015 and 
screenplays for cinema. She has won many awards including the 
Quebec booksellers Prize for Homme invisible à la fenêtre, 1993.

The book
One can enter the world at any age. For Markus, the moment 
comes in his early 20s, when he flees the closed community in 
which he was born and that left him suffocating. He now finds him-
self submerged in a “New World,” a concrete jungle that threatens 
to drown him. He has to reinvent himself from scratch. He needs 
to learn how to feed himself, put a roof over his head, get a job. 
He also needs to master the rules of free life, including the rules 
of courtship, as he finds himself irresistibly drawn to the “Cuties” 
populating the New World, each more beautiful than the last, and 
all of them revealing an intoxicating amount of flesh.

It is no coincidence that Markus finds himself helping the neediest 
in the city, and it is no surprise when Abbie and Raquel, vestiges 
of his past life, end up marooned in his home. Markus is differ-
ent. Despite his desire to integrate, a fire burns inside him, enabling 
him to light the way for those who seem to suffer in darkness. And 
they are legion. How can Markus find his way without losing his 
soul? Where is the ultimate Cutie, the soulmate he so deeply craves? 
And who is the benevolent shadow that has been watching over 
him since the beginning, the mysterious old man that Markus nick-
names “Mr. K.” and who evades him every time he tries to get near?

Markus is the one narrating this story, like a wide-eyed child having 
just discovered a new language. Markus’s words and his innocent 
gaze reveal the tragedies that surround us and the blindness of a free 
world ceaselessly on the run, trying to escape itself.



BACKLIST – FICTION

Daddy Issues
Elizabeth Lemay
Novel

ISBN 9782764627204 | 168 pages
Published August 2022

All rights available

At a glance
• A provocative and beautifully erotic novel that offers a radical 

reflection on relationships, love, and the power dynamics between 
a mistress and her lover.

• An impossible search for love that mirrors the quest for political 
sovereignty in a Quebec marked by multiple failed attempts for 
independence.

• The author’s fluid, sensual, and sometimes brutal writing pro-
poses literature as a gateway to emancipate oneself from romantic 
and intellectual constraints.

The author
Born in Montreal in 1990, Elizabeth Lemay studied French lan-
guage and literature at Université de Montréal. After a brief foray in 
politics as a press secretary, she now works in the field of public 
relations. Daddy Issues is her first novel.

The book
My people love their dead language like a mistress her lover—
with a gruelling and violent love that can only be called forth by 
ephemeral passion or wanting something that doesn’t truly 
belong to us. Mistresses lay eyes on their lovers with infinite love, 
more love than their wives ever will. Defeated populations and 
mistresses love their language and their man with the same agon-
izing sentiment, a strange mix of hope and despair. I come from a 
country that no longer hopes for a revolution […]. This relentless 
battle, with my bed as a battlefield, where I insist on asking for 
love from my king, my persecutor, my lover—from a man so 
incapable of love for me—will have to end eventually, even if I 
keep postponing the fatal moment.

A young woman waits for her lover. He’s older. He’s married. He 
shows up to her door when it suits him and inevitably leaves her to 
get back to his wife. She’s only his mistress. He’s the king. Her king. 
And despite this uneven dynamic, she wouldn’t give up their rela-
tionship for anything. Her waiting hours are filled with literature. 
Annie Ernaux, Roland Barthes, Françoise Sagan, Marguerite Duras, 
but above all Hubert Aquin’s Prochain épisode. As she reads, one ques-
tion consume her: Why do entire populations—and some women—
have a predisposition for jumping headfirst into turmoil. For reck-
lessly harming themselves with dreams they don’t even believe in?

Elizabeth Lemay signs a disruptive and provocative first novel in 
which she radically questions the nature and function of love.



BACKLIST – NON-FICTION

Lori Saint-Martin

Un bien nécessaire
Éloge de la traduction littéraire
Essay

ISBN 9782764627006 | 288 pages
Published March 2022

All rights available

At a glance
• A reflection on the translator’s art and work.

• A plea for recognition of the profession and the 
creativity that comes with translating a literary 
work.

• A love letter to translation.

The book
Translation is a meeting. A challenging, moving, 
demanding, passionate, and fruitful meeting. A 
space of overlap, friction, and creation. A journey 
that gives a text a second, third, or even fourth 
life. Lori Saint-Martin writes about this multi-
dimensional encounter in her book. She shares 
reflections, opinions, and concrete examples. She 
explains how translation bridges the abyss, how 
it is a source of beauty and glory, and how it 
makes us whole.

An internationally recognized translator, 
Saint-Martin denounces the widespread view of 
translation as loss, betrayal, distortion. She 
asserts that the ideal of a translation being identi-
cal to the original is untenable because trans-
lation always implies rebuilding, reworking.

She explores how translations are received both 
by academics and the general public, which is 

often oblivious to the translator’s contributions. 
She bemoans the inexorable decline in transla-
tors’ rates in many countries and the rise of 
machine translation. Ultimately, Saint-Martin 
lauds translation as a craft: slow, beautiful, essen-
tial.

Finally, in the epilogue, she answers the burning, 
new, vital question about the interplay between 
translation and diversity.

Pour qui je me prends
Non-fiction

«Boréal compact» Collection

ISBN 9782764627013 | 192 pages
Published March 2022

Rights sold: France (Éditions de l'Olivier)

At a glance
• The story of a woman who reinvents herself 

and tells her story without compromise.

• The exceptional story of a writer who main-
tains a vital relationship with languages.

• An original book on the question of identity, 
nowadays omnipresent in art, literature and 
politics.

The book
Who hasn’t dreamed one day of switching iden-
tity, of completely reinventing themselves? For 
Lori Saint-Martin, it was more than a desire, it 
was a necessity.

Here, she tells a story that is both luminous and 
cruel about how she rejected the environment, 
culture and language into which she was born to 
become someone else. This true metamorphosis 
finds its strength in an event that has all the hall-
marks of a true revelation: the discovery of the 
French language.

Pour qui je me prends is a tribute to all languages 
and the way they make us, sculpt us – but it is 
above all the extraordinary adventure of a teen-
ager and woman, who, like a new Alice, dares to 
go through the looking-glass to come back 
deeply changed.

The author
Lori Saint-Martin was a novelist, short story writer and literature professor. 
With Paul Gagné she translated more than a hundred books from English 
to French, earning them numerous awards, including four Governor Gen-
eral’s Literary Awards. Lori Saint-Martin tragically passed away in Octo-
ber 2022.



MIDDLE GRADE

Camille Bouchard
Exploratus Series
What do you get when you mix historical fiction and a touch of 
magic? An unusual, fun and instructive cocktail! Meet Charles-
Antoine, a young boy who discovers a magical box which has the 
power to bring back to life the ghosts of famous explorers—at least 
for a few hours.

Les Grossièretés  
de Jacques Cartier
Exploratus 1

ISBN 9782764626573 | 180 pages 
8-12 years
Published March 2021

The first book of the series. After discovering a 
magical box called an “Exploratus” on a trip to 
British Columbia, the last thing Charles-An-
toine expected was to meet a rambling Jacques 
Cartier, the famous explorer and nominator of 
Canada. He’ll have a hard time containing his 
expansive guest aboard the plane that flies them 
back home.

Les Secrets de Magellan
Exploratus 2

ISBN 9782764627143 | 180 pages 
8-12 years
Published April 2022

This time, Charles-Antoine and his friend Mari-
sol need to prepare an oral presentation for His-
tory class. Wanting it to be memorable, they 
decide to use the Exploratus to bring back Fer-
nand de Magellan, the first navigator to ever 
complete a trip around the world. To their sur-
prise, it’s not Magellan that appears before them, 
but officer Juan Sebastien Elcano. They’ll try to 
clear up the misunderstanding during one of the 
most chaotic presentations of all time.

Les Colères de Sacagawea
Exploratus 3

ISBN 9782764627310 | 160 pages
8-12 years
Published October 2022

As Charles-Antoine and Marisol decide to come 
clean and reveal the secret of the Exploratus to 
Charles-Antoine’s parents, they discover a mys-
terious hidden drawer containing not one, not 
two, but twelve unidentified magical hour-
glasses. What—or rather, who—can they expect 
this time? To their surprise, a series of women 
explorers and pioneers appear before their eyes, 
one after the other. Charles-Antoine has so 
many questions about the role each of them has 
had in history, but an unexpected guest might 
prevent him from satisfying his curiosity.

The author
As a passionate traveller, Camille Bouchard, author of Children’s literature, 
draws his inspiration from his escapades around the world. Recalling the 
landscapes and people he met during his adventures, he creates original 
stories filled with exoticism. 

Winner of several children's literature awards, Finalist for the Governor 
General's Award for his title Cicatrices from his Young adult series Le Siècle 
des malheurs.



DROITS ET SERVICES ÉDITORIAUX

Titres distribués au Canada en langue 
française, droits et services éditoriaux 
(traduction et mise en page) disponibles 
pour le territoire européen francophone.

Pilleurs de rêves
Cherie Dimaline
Traduit par Madeleine Stratford

Prix littéraire du Gouverneur général 2017 
(texte jeunesse)
Prix Kirkus 2017, Finaliste
Prix littéraire du Gouverneur général 2019 
(traduction), Finaliste
Prix des libraires 2020 (Hors-Québec,  
12-17 ans), Finaliste

© 2022, ISBN : 978276462577-4 | 344 pages 
12 ans et +

Dans un monde ravagé qui court à sa perte, les 
humains ont perdu la capacité de rêver. Seuls les 
peuples autochtones ont préservé cette faculté 
dont le secret réside dans la moelle de leurs os. 
Frenchie, un jeune Métis, fuit la ville pour échapper 
à ceux qui traquent les Autochtones comme des 
animaux afin d’obtenir la précieuse substance.

Avec Pilleurs de rêves, Cherie Dimaline crée un 
monde dystopique aussi lugubre qu’inquiétant, 
qui ne nous est pourtant pas complètement 
étranger. Elle parvient à tisser des liens troublants 
entre cet univers fictif et le monde dans lequel 
nous vivons, présentant une allégorie puissante du 
colonialisme en Amérique du Nord.

Chasseurs d’étoiles
Cherie Dimaline
Traduit par Madeleine Stratford

© 2022, ISBN : 978276462764-8  
| 480 pages 
12 ans et +

Le monde tel que nous le connaissons n’est plus. 
Les épidémies et les catastrophes naturelles ont 
déferlé sur la planète, emporté des millions de 
personnes et privé les survivants de la faculté de 
rêver. Seuls les peuples autochtones ont su la 
conserver dans la moelle de leur os.

Frenchie, un jeune Métis, a vu ses proches 
disparaître dans ces lieux de torture. Depuis, il fuit 
vers le nord avec sa famille d’adoption. Mais 
quand il se réveille seul dans le noir, il comprend 
tout de suite où il a échoué et qu’il lui faudra 
surmonter bien des obstacles pour s’échapper.

Après l’immense succès que fut Pilleurs de rêves, 
Cherie Dimaline nous donne une suite aussi 
captivante que terrifiante qui hantera les lecteurs 
bien après la dernière page tournée.

Série Les Rats musclés

Le Disparu de Lac-aux-Vents
Michael Hutchinson
Traduit par Catherine Ego

© 2022, ISBN : 978276462729-7 
240 pages, 12 ans et +

Les cousins Sam, Otter, Atim et Chickadee sont 
inséparables. Au sein de la Première Nation de 
Lac-aux-Vents, où ils ont grandi, ils sont 
surnommés « les Rats musclés » en raison de leur 
propension à la rigolade, à la bagarre et aux 
aventures de toutes sortes.

Lorsqu’un archéologue venu effectuer des fouilles 
sur le territoire de la réserve est porté disparu, les 
Rats musclés se mettent en tête de le retrouver. Au 
milieu des conflits, des drames familiaux et des 
manifestations environnementales qui agitent leur 
communauté, les quatre cousins mènent l’enquête 
pour faire le jour sur cette disparition.

Cette série primée au Canada anglais reprend la 
formule aguerrie des romans d’enquête pour  
la jeunesse en mettant en scène quatre apprentis 
détectives qui n’ont pas froid aux yeux. Elle révèle 
aussi aux jeunes lecteurs 
tout un pan de la réalité des Premières Nations du 
Canada en abordant des sujets sensibles tels que la 
colonisation et l’effacement des cultures 
autochtones.

L'autrice
Cherie Dimaline est une écrivaine métisse originaire de la baie Géorgienne, 
en Ontario. Ses romans ont été salués au Canada et à l’étranger. Elle écrit 
des romans jeunesse et adulte (Rougarou, Boréal/Les terres du loup, 
Buchet-Chastel).



INTERNATIONAL BEST-SELLERS / COEDITIONS / LATEST ACQUISITIONS

International best-sellers

Un dimanche à la piscine  
à Kigali, Gil Courtemanche

Rights sold: English Canada (Alfred A. 
Knopf); Armenia (Guitank); Croatia 
(Bozicevic); Denmark (Tiderne Skifter); 
Dutch (De Bezige Bij); Finland (Like); 
France (Denoël); France pocketbook 
(Folio); Germany (Kiepenheuer & 
Witsch); Germany pocketbook 
(Fischer); Greece (Exandas); Italy 
(Feltrinelli); Korea (Sanzini); Lettony 
(Zvaigzne); Norway (Dinamo); Poland 
(Muza); Portugal (Dom Quixote); 
Romania (Humanitas); Russia (Fluide); 
Serbia (Laguna); Spain and South 
America (Emece Editores); Spain-
Catalan (La Magrana); U.K. 
(Canongate); U.S.A. (Knopf-Vintage)

Films rights: Equinoxe Productions 
(Montreal)

La petite fille qui aimait trop  
les allumettes, Gaetan Soucy

Rights sold: English North America 
(House of Anansi); Croatia 
(OceanMore); Czech (Academia); 
Denmark (Politisk Revy); Netherlands 
(Querido); Estonia (Pegasus); Finnish 
(Gummerus); France (Points-Seuil); 
German (Matthes & Seitz); Italian 
(Marcos y Marcos); Norway (Gyldendal 
Norsk); Poland (Noir sur Blanc); 
Portugal (Teorema); Romania 
(Polirom); Russia (Ripol Classic); Slovak 
(Slovart); South Korea (Marco Polo 
Publishing); Spain (Akal); Spain-Catalan 
(Limits); Sweden (Natur och Kultur); 
Taiwan (Crown Publishing); Turkey 
(Can Yayinlari); U.S.A. (Arcade); U.K. 
& Australia (Harper Collins); Theatre 
adaption in UK (Impetuous Kinship)

Films rights: Valkyrie Films (Canada)

Copublishing  
with French publishers

Buchet-Chastel

Drôle de tendresse, Miriam Toews

Rougarou/ Sur les terres du loup,  
Cherie Dimaline

Les Éditions de l’Olivier

Les Corrections, Jonathan Franzen

Rien que la vie, Alice Munro

L’Œuvre d’une vie, Rachel Cusk

Ombres sur la Tamise, Michel Ontaatje

Freedom, Jonathan Franzen

Christian Bourgois

Pauvres petits chagrins, Miriam Toews

La Veuve, Gil Adamson

Le Fils de la veuve, Gil Adamson

Phébus

Tous ces mondes en elle, Neil Bissoondath

Les Éditions du sous-sol

Solomon Gursky, Le Cavalier  
de Saint-Urbain, Le Monde selon Barney, 
L’Apprentissage de Duddy Kravitz,  
Mordecai Richler

Latest acquisitions 
(services éditoriaux 
disponibles)
Esi Edugyan, Out of the sun

Cherie Dimaline, VenCo

Lisa Moore, This is how we love

Sarah Polley, Run toward the danger
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Les Éditions du Boréal 
4447, rue Saint-Denis 
Montréal (Québec) H2J 2L2 
Tel: 514 287-7401 
Fax: 514 287-7664 
Mail: boreal@editionsboreal.qc.ca 
Website: www.editionsboreal.qc.ca

Translation Grants
The Canada Council for the Arts reimburses 
translation costs for literary works. Two translation 
grants per year for each participant.

https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants/
arts-abroad/translation

Les dates et les nombres de pages  
figurant dans ce document sont donnés  
sous toutes réserves et peuvent être modifiés  
sans préavis.

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook  
and Instagram.
Ce document a été réalisé grâce à l’appui  
du gouvernement du Canada par l’entremise  
du Fonds du livre du Canada (FLC), et grâce  
à l’aide du gouvernement du Québec par l’entremise  
du Programme d’aide aux entreprises du livre  
et de l’édition spécialisée de la SODEC.

Foreign Representation

Belarus, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Ex-Yugoslav States, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Russia, Slovak 
Republic and Ukraine
Lester Agency

Laura Karayotov 
lester.agency.ext@gmail.com

China (Qingyang)
Rightol Media Limited

Haley Shi 
haley@rightol.cn

Spain, Portugal and South America
AMV Agencia Literaria

Eduardo Melon Vallat 
eduardo@amvagencialiteraria.com

Giovanna Carlotta Intra 
rights@amvagencialiteraria.com

Foreign Rights
Aline Girard-Gaget 
droits@editionsboreal.qc.ca 
Tel: 514 287-7401 ext. 328 
Fax: 514 287-1019
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